[Management of malignant pleural diseases].
Pleural effusions are the oldest indication of the thoracoscopic treatment. They represent the terminal state of malignancy and the aim of the treatment is palliative. The most effective is the thoracoscopic procedure in general anaesthesia with one lung ventilation and application of talc powder. We have been using videothoracoscopy in such cases since 1993 and we have treated more than 700 patients. The thoracoscopic procedure was successful in 70% of cases.